
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Story	  time:	  still	  important	  
	  

 
Once upon a time two little girls snuggled next to 

their mom every evening for bedtime stories.    

When they were very 

young, they giggled at “raspberry, 

jazzberry, razzmatazzberry” and bid 

goodnight to the moon. As they grew 

older, they dodged drizzling meatballs 

and chased the stinky cheese man.   

Enchanted not only by words but also by pictures 

in their storybooks, the girls hunted for hidden hedgehogs 

and stopped in the woods on a snowy evening. 



Story	  time:	  still	  important	  

	  

C.	  Allen	   2	  

It’s been a long time since I read aloud to my 

daughters—both are now in their twenties—but lately I’ve 

been thinking about that time we spent together. 

It began when I stumbled on Tumblebooks, an 

online storybook service for children. A friendly voice reads 

the text as the pages flip by. The original illustrations are 

enhanced with wiggly animation.  

Many other children’s e-book services are 

available—for a variety of age groups and devices, both free 

and for profit. Tumblebooks and its cousins may be the 

solution to a current concern: that children are reading less.  

In a study conducted by Scholastic Publishing in 

spring 2010, 41 percent of parents expressed concern that 

their children’s reading time has declined, while their time 

“going online for fun and using a cell phone to text or talk” 

has increased.  

The kids polled in the study felt they’d read more 

for fun and would have more reading choices if they had 

access to e-books. E-books would let kids combine 

technology time and reading time.  
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But in the same study, one in four kids ages 6 – 17 

reported that texting with a friend is a form of reading. And 

28 percent of kids ages 9 – 17 (and 15 percent of parents) 

thought that “looking through postings or comments on 

social networking sites like Facebook counts as reading.”  

That’s like thinking a McDonald’s french-fry is a 

form of fine dining—and it made me wonder anew about 

kids and reading today.  

I brought up children’s e-books with a colleague—

a man equally tech-savvy, well-read, and devoted to his six-

year-old daughter. His little girl enjoys e-books, he admitted, 

although he still tries to read to her, too.  

“E-books are the future of reading,” he said. “Soon 

no one will be reading printed books.” 

“But don’t you think that when you read aloud to 

kids, you’re not just exposing them to reading—but to a love 

of reading?” I asked. 

“Oh, sure,” he agreed. “But parents are so busy 

today—they don’t have a lot of time to read to their kids.” 
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Of course, being exposed to books in any form is 

better than not being exposed at all.  

Part of why I read to my daughters every night was 

to encourage literacy. And my younger daughter began 

reading—unprompted—at three-and-a-half: the benefit of 

sitting on my lap while I helped her big sister learn to read. 

But if my rationale for story time was also to instill 

a love of reading, I was only partially successful: my older 

daughter loves to read, but my younger daughter only reads 

for school (unless we count texts and Facebook messages).  

When I asked this daughter to name her favorite 

story-time books, she hesitated. 

“You don’t remember any?” 

“Mom, so many books flooded into my head at the 

same time. Okay, how about Only One Woof. When Cats Dream. 

All the Moomintroll books. And . . .” 

The same day, I heard M.I.T. professor Sherry 

Turkle on NPR discussing her new book Alone Together: Why 

We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each Other. She 
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believes we’re spending too much time with our devices to 

the detriment of relationships with our loved ones.  

“Children aren’t getting the attention they need 

from their parents,” she said. Children are “missing 

something . . . that they’re going to be looking for.” 

When I read aloud to my daughters, I helped them 

learn to read. And a device can, indeed, do that for today’s 

children.  

But most importantly, during that hour every night, 

I shared myself—and my love of stories—with them. I gave 

them a gift I didn’t realize I was giving: my undivided 

attention.  

No e-book will ever compete with that. 

So, young parents: buy all the devices you need. 

But every night, for just a while, shut them off and 

gather your little ones. Open a big, beautiful book—it won’t 

distract you with texts or tweets—and make room for cats in 

hats and wild things and happily ever after. 
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